


























Potting activity, observed by Sussex SFC, between 2004 and 2007, relative to

Method description
Lobsters and crabs are targeted in pots. The Parlour pot is

patrol effort. the most common method for targeting lobster within the
District; these are fished in strings of up to about twenty
pots by the larger vessels and singularly by the smaller open
boats. Inkwell pots are more usually deployed for brown
crab, which inshore are mostly to be found in the west of
the District. A small number of boats set prawn pots with
enough landed to supply small local markets.
The fishery is increasingly less seasonal as effort extends
into the winter season. The highest landings of lobster are
seen in the summer months.
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Scallop dredging activity, observed by Sussex SFC, between 2004 and 2007,
relative to patrol effort.

Method description

A scallop dredge consists of a steel frame to which a ‘belly’ of
heavy steel rings is connected; the back of the dredge is
made of trawl mesh and lightly constructed steel rings.
Forward are the high tensile spring-loaded teeth, these teeth
make contact with the seabed and rake the scallops into the
dredge. A Newhaven type scallop dredge is the only scallop
dredge permitted for use in the Sussex District (see diagram).
This method is only allowed beyond three nautical miles of
the land, by way of a byelaw restriction. Off the Sussex coast
between 4 and 14 dredges aside are used, and some of the
smaller vessels tow dredges astern working the dredges
across the transom of the vessel. The ability of vessels to
keep dredges on the seabed is effected by weather and tide.
Heavy bars increase the seabed keeping ability. But smaller
vessels are heavily restricted to the weather that they can
work. There is limited commercial bycatch associated with
this fishing method but there can be significant non
commercial discards.
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Stern trawl activity, observed by Sussex SFC, between 2004 and 2007, relative
to patrol effort.

Shoreham

Littlehampton - Brighton

Newhaven
Le

Easthourne

Method description

There are two types of towed gear used off the Sussex
Coast, they are: rock hopper otter trawl and small footrope
otter trawl. The effort map does not discriminate between
these two types of trawls. The rock hopper otter trawl is
normally used in conjunction with steel otter boards and
wire bridles these trawls target cod, whiting, lemon sole,
squid, cuttlefish, and bass. Larger sole, skate and dogfish are
also caught. This gear can be worked on the grounds with
harder substrates such as the fisheries off Dungeness,
Beachy Head, Worthing and Selsey. The small footrope otter
trawl uses wooden otter boards. Wire or combination wire
bridles are also used but they are longer than the rock
hopper rig typically 60 to 100 fathoms. The main species
targeted with this method are plaice, sole, codling,
cuttlefish and any other demersal species. This trawl cuts
through the top layer of the soft sea bottom and the tickler
chain digs the fish out. This rig is used predominantly to the
east of the District due to the softer seabed.
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Whelk Potting activity, observed by Sussex SFC, between 2004 and 2007,
relative to patrol effort.

Method description

Whelks are targeted in either reclaimed 25-litre drums that
are weighted at one end with concrete or in purpose
designed pots. The pots are shot in strings in a similar fashion
to lobster pots. Whelk pots are baited, typically with crab or
‘dogfish’. Netted dogwhelks and hermit crabs are caught as
bycatch.

Whelks are targeted on ‘softer’ ground; the extensive gravel
deposits found in the eastern channel provide the ideal
substratum.
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